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Hull Ready’s Primary Enterprise Programme has now 
been running for 18 months in partnership with Rotherham 
Ready, St. Stephen’s Shopping Centre and the business 
community of Hull. The whole idea of the project is to get as 
many Hull primary schools involved as possible so we can 
create Enterprise Champions within each one. 

The programme to date has seen 33 primary schools take 
part, of which 19 are involved in the Make £5 Blossom 
element that gives young people a £150 loan from a local 
business as well as support in developing their enterprising 
ideas. So far the young people have made nearly £20,000 
in profit, with £2,850 of loans from businesses paid back. 

Also as part of Hull Ready, 54 teachers have undergone 
professional curriculum development and in turn delivered 
over 12,000 hours worth of enterprise activities in their 
schools.

One of the most rewarding elements of the programme for 
me is seeing how the young people have tried to develop 
their ideas with the help of their Business and Enterprise 
Champions and are looking to invest their profits either back 
into the business or helping their school or local charities. 

There is no doubt that the appeal of this project to teachers 
is that it is not seen as a bolt-on to the existing curriculum 
but is embedded within the normal school timetable. The 
enterprise activities that are delivered will then help the 
children to explicitly understand the ‘Big 13’ points that 
cover the spectrum of entrepreneurial skills that they will 
use in school, business and life in general.

Interest from schools for future rounds has been really 
positive to date and many schools have spoken to those 
currently involved and feel that the project would fit well into 

Message from
Christine Randall

their plans for a more 
creative curriculum. 
Children enjoy doing 
practical things 
so these enterprise activities 
will really grasp their attention and allow them to set and 
achieve goals for themselves. Hull Ready is not about 
making every child think about making money, or owning 
their own business but to encourage them to be a little more 
enterprising in their own thoughts and attitudes.  

The success of the programme was recognised during 
Global Entrepreneurship Week 2009 when pupils from 
Thorpepark, St Nicholas, Longhill and Victoria Dock primary 
schools addressed a conference of 100 business leaders 
and teachers at the Guildhall on the lessons learnt and a 
DVD was shown of the activities to date. Also Neil Hudgell, 
Chairman of Hull Kingston Rovers, presented Thorpepark 
School with the Warwick Award for Excellence in Enterprise 
Education and £250 to further develop their enterprising 
ideas. Hull Ready will also be showcased during the 
Business Week celebrations in June this year.

As I have said before, we believe in Hull that not everyone 
will become an entrepreneur, but everyone can be 
enterprising! And there is no doubt the young people 
involved with Hull Ready have shown how enterprising they 
are. I hope you enjoy this edition of the newsletter that is 
showing a range of photographs that we have not published 
till now showing how enterprising our young people are, and 
I hope that if you are a teacher or a business you will get 
involved.

Councillor Christine Randall 
Cabinet Member Children and Young People’s Services, 
Hull City Council 

Make £5 Blossom is part of the Hull Ready project and is introducing 
school children in Hull Primary schools to the concepts and the skills 

behind running a business by letting them try it for themselves! 

Each pupil is given £5 as an initial investment, which they use to start up their own enterprise – working 
individually or in groups – based on a business plan they have researched and created themselves. 

It’s up to the pupils what they sell, where and when they sell it, to whom, at what price – and how to handle the 
competition. Business planning and trading is undertaken, and then the pupils do their final tally, check their 

profits, and prepare to present their results.

Make         Blossom
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Make           Blossom
”The Hull Ready programme is a fun, motivational and inspirational programme for young people.The programme helps to develop essential skills not only in understanding business, but also in teamwork, confidence and presentation skills.I would recommend any school to get involved and unlock the enterprise potential in their young people – they 

are our future.”Sandra AckroydEnterprise Champion,Probe (Hull) Ltd 
“Young People’s Enterprise Forum (YPEF) is delighted to support Hull Ready through Yorkshire Forward’s £2.64m Embedding Enterprise in Education Programme. Hull Ready is an excellent example of partnership working between Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council, Hull City Council, YPEF and local businesses in Hull. Through programmes such as Make £5 Blossom students develop invaluable enterprise skills which they can build on throughout their school careers. YPEF activity encourages more employers to support initiatives like this, where they can play an active role in shaping the workforce skills of the future.”

Suzy Alderson Executive Director, YPEF

“As the first place to roll out 

Rotherham Ready’s Primary 

Programme, Hull has shown great 

enthusiasm and creativity in taking 

the project and making it the city’s 

own. Through Hull Ready teachers 

and businesses are working together 

to create a culture of enterprise in 

education and helping Hull’s young 

people meet the challenges of the 

21st Century with confidence.”

Catherine Brentnall 

Project Officer, Rotherham Ready

“Hull Ready’s inspirational day did actually inspire! Seeing what others have achieved gave me the confidence to know that as a mixed ability Key Stage 2 class teacher, we could access the skills and achieve these things too. Hull Ready activities offer brilliant opportunities to use and apply curriculum skills in a real context. The children realise that what they are learning in class is useful - even percentages! I have already been asked if we can do another Enterprise Project soon. We all think Hull Ready is very worthwhile and flexible. It puts schools in touch with the real world.”Maria Lusby East Halton Primary School

“The University of Warwick looks 

forward to continuing our successful 

partnership with the Hull Ready 

project and congratulates Thorpepark 

Primary School on its achievement 

of the Excellence in Enterprise 

Education Award.”

Peter Stagg  

CEI University of Warwick

“The Make £5 Blossom project will 

encourage enterprise in the children 

in Hull which is so important for the 

future success of the city. The Year 

5 pupils at St James CE school have 

not only demonstrated many of the 

‘Big 13’ skills required in business 

but their enthusiasm to succeed has 

been most impressive, all in all a very 

positive and enjoyable experience.”

Angela Oldroyd

The Promotion Company
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Make           Blossom
“Hull Ready provides the young 

people of Hull with excellent 

opportunities to develop the full range 

of skills they need in life and to show 

how enthusiastically and successfully 

they can rise to a challenge.”

Ken Sainty

Assistant Head of Learning, 

Leisure and Achievement 

(Primary),
Hull City Council

“At Chiltern most classes have taken 
part in their first enterprise activity and the Big 13 scrapbooks are starting to take place in classrooms 

throughout the school. All the staff have been overwhelmingly positive 
about the project and we feel that it has been very well supported by the Hull Ready Team. We are really 

looking forward to getting our teeth 
into more activities in the near future 
and being part of Make £5 Blossom 
too.” 
Sally Plumridge & Ian Mayall Chiltern Primary School 

“As part of the Hull Ready initiative, we ran The E Factor Enterprise Challenge at St Nicholas Primary, where the children had to set up and market a new band. The students developed their Big 13 skills as they worked in teams, negotiated deals, made decisions, designed a logo, recruited their ‘staff’ and made all the marketing materials. They had to budget their money, balance their books, count up the profits and then present all their work to the judges. Business will be booming in Hull when these children leave school.  Watch out Simon Cowell!” Julie O’Brien
Creative Learning Events

“I thought the launch of Make £5 Blossom at the Guildhall was a great 
event and very informative for the schools and businesses involved. I 

think everyone went away with ideas 
of things to do and most importantly 
how to do it. We have found it to be a 
worthwhile project and have enjoyed 
participating; please continue to include us for any future Make £5 Blossoms.”Dan SwainOperations Director,Sign Services UK Ltd

“I thoroughly enjoyed my first 

experience of Hull Ready. It is 

refreshing to see so many local 

businesses give their time and 

money so freely in aid of such an 

innovative programme. Hull Ready 

is a great example of what the Hull 

business community is about, giving 

something back for the betterment 

of the children of this city and their 

personal development.” 

Neil Hudgell 

Chairman, Hull Kingston Rovers

”Hull Ready is a great opportunity for 

primary school pupils to experience 

enterprise first hand. Our business 

worked with St Nicholas Primary 

School on the Make £5 Blossom 

project and we never looked back. 

The kids loved it, we loved it and, 

best of all, we still have a great 

relationship! Everyone should have 

the opportunity to get involved.”

Philip Batty

Director, Force-7 
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“Youth Enterprise initiatives in Hull 

such as Hull Ready are a credit to 

the city and to all those involved - 

children, teachers, and associated 

businesses - particularly at a time 

when we are striving locally to 

improve educational attainment.”

Judy Ward 
Marketing Director,

Mail News & Media 

Make           Blossom
“I think the children who represent 

their schools in the Hull Ready 

programme are absolutely fantastic, 

and I am sure that all the members of 

the business community who come 

into contact with them are blown 

away by the confidence and ability 

shown by them - our city’s future is 

safe in their hands.”

Charles Cracknell 

Holder of the Queen’s Award

for Enterprise Promotion

“Jenko are very proud of their 

commitment to corporate social 

responsibility and have a direct, 

hands-on approach and prefer direct 

contact with the community. The 

majority of our social investment 

appears in education. Jenko firmly 

believes in investing in the future of 

young people and are proud to be 

supporters of Hull Ready.”

Colin Wilson 
Managing Director, Jenko

“There is no doubt the success of 

Hull Ready is because of the young 

people of Hull and Rotherham 

Ready are pleased to be working in 

partnership with Hull City Council 

in opening young people’s minds 

to enterprise. We are particularly 

pleased that so many teachers are 

getting involved and enterprise is 

getting embedded into their schools 

curriculum.”

Jackie Frost 

Holder of the Queen’s Award

for Enterprise Promotion

“Make £5 Blossom has given us a fantastic opportunity to get involved in the local community and I have been bowled over by the enthusiasm of the young people and the great ideas they have come up with. We have offered advice to the Year 5 children at Sidmouth Primary on marketing and promoting their concert and we have been able to donate space at the KC stadium for the concert, as the school hall isn’t big enough. It is vitally important for the future economy of the city that as businesses we do all we can to help the next generation from an early age, supporting their ideas and creating an environment for them to strive and succeed.”Shirin Zandi Marketing Manager, Kingston Communications

“As a daughter of the city who has been in business for 38 years, I had high hopes that the new Hull Ready programme would make a real difference in ensuring that our young people and teachers worked 
positively with St Stephen’s Shopping 
Centre and the business community. 
My hopes have being exceeded and 
there is no doubt in my mind this programme helps to ensure Hull is 

seen as the most enterprising place 
in the country. I have found the ideas 
of the young people truly inspiring.”
Maureen Foers OBE Managing Director, Durban Ltd
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“Getting involved in Make £5 Blossom was a great opportunity, bringing together the exciting prospect of developing the skills, confidence and collaboration of all involved - especially the children. It 
was fabulous to make those external 
links with members of the local community who quite clearly care about the people in their locality. I can’t wait to see the ideas the children come up with in the future 

now they have the enterprise bug.”Jonathan Raw Deputy Head Teacher,Victoria Dock Primary School

Make           Blossom
“At Thorpepark Primary we were 

lucky enough to be able to send 

three teachers, one from Key Stage 

1 and two from Key Stage 2, to the 

first Inspire training day. How aptly 

the day was named! We were able 

to go back to our school and inspire 

the rest of the staff and now we are 

honoured to be the first school in 

Hull to gain the Warwick Award for 

Excellence in Enterprise Education 

thanks to our enterprising young 

people.”
Sarah Thurston 

Teacher,
Thorpepark Primary School

“I’m really pleased that we are involved in the project. The launch of 
this enterprise initiative is a fantastic 
opportunity for us to genuinely link what we do in school to relevant ‘real-life’ situations. Whilst the Make 

£5 Blossom scheme gets the children 
excited it must be remembered it is only one strand of the whole initiative.” Rob Reid Teacher,

St Charles Primary School

“Hull is doing a great deal to support 

its enterprising young people and I 

warmly welcome the new primary 

enterprise programme, Hull Ready, 

that brings business and teachers 

together to support our enterprising 

young people. I am pleased to see 

that all the young people involved 

are having such a good time whilst 

learning.”
Alan Johnson MP

Home Secretary and Patron of

Hull Youth Enterprise Partnership
“Hull City Council are absolutely delighted to be involved in the Make 

£5 Blossom project in partnership with St Stephen’s Shopping Centre 
and our colleagues in Rotherham. This breakthrough scheme has had a 

great impact on inspiring children in 
our city and improving the business 
and enterprise skills of the next generation.” Councillor Christine Randall Cabinet Member for Children and 

Young People’s Services, Hull City 
Council
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Make           Blossom
“Enterprise UK commends the work undertaken by Hull Ready and the Youth Enterprise Partnership which has contributed to Hull’s recognition in the Enterprising Britain competition. The role of HYEP in ensuring that young people’s enterprise is supported and celebrated acts as a model of good practice which Enterprise UK is pleased to promote.”Jane Walton Head of Region - Yorkshire and Humber, Enterprise UK

“Six of us from Year 6 went to Hull 

University to teach some teachers 

about how enterprise skills work. 

After we gave our presentation we 

let the teachers make their own 

mythical enterprise monster. We 

had to choose the winning table and 

give them a prize (they won a pencil 

and a rubber because that’s what 

we usually win!). We were given a 

Wilberforce medal each for taking 

part. My mum was very proud of me.” 

Scott Morfitt
Pupil, Thorpepark School “To be involved as a business mentor with St Andrew’s has been great fun and an absolute pleasure to work with such an enthusiastic bunch of children and teachers. I have visited the class in school twice a month over the course of the project. I would recommend anyone in business giving up just a small amount of their time to be involved with the Make £5 Blossom project as it’s a great opportunity to get out of the office and feel like you are involved with the community. All in all, a very worthwhile part of education for young children and I will certainly be volunteering to be involved in the project again next time round.”Ruth Truelove Finance & Administration Manager, St Stephen’s Shopping Centre

“I thoroughly enjoyed my experience with the Make £5 Blossom project, the official launch was very polished and working with the young entrepreneurs as usual was a real delight. I ended up working with Victoria Dock Primary and the busy bees got into the swing of the project right from the off.

What was really satisfying was going back into the school to ask how they had got on and the responses were fantastic. Phrases like “we spent a week planning the design” displayed a maturity way beyond their tender years and, of course, their enthusiasm and out-of-the-box thinking was a shot in the arm for me. Working with young busi(ness) bees is always an amazing experience, I just wished more of my peers would have a bash and discover for themselves.”
Graham Jenkinson Managing Director, Jenko
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Hull Ready
Suite 6, The Lowgate Centre,
76-78 Lowgate, Hull.  HU1 1HP
Tel: +44 (0) 1482 318327
Web: www.youthenterprise.co.uk
 www.youthenterprise-hull.co.uk
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Hull Ready is funded by Yorkshire Forward, YPEF, Hull City Council, Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council, St. Stephen’s Centre and the John Cracknell Youth Enterprise Bank.


