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Do you remember 
the old adage 
‘Never work 
with children or 
animals’? Or how 
about ‘Children 
should be seen 

and not heard’? Well I’m not sure 
about working with animals but I think the children part 
is total rubbish! And Hull Ready proves that.

After being invited to write this introduction, I spent 
some time thinking about what I should say. Far more 
important people than me have already said how good 
the project is and every year the initiative goes from 
strength to strength and how good it is for the city to 
have the business community helping the schools. 
And of course that’s all so right. But I think there’s 
more too.

Every child in the city is the future. The Make £5 
Blossom campaign doesn’t only put business and 
education together, it gives the chance to become 
interested/passionate/excited (call it what you will) 
about something they wouldn’t normally get to do. 
And it’s passion, excitement and interest that drives 
communities forward, isn’t it?

Until I was approached to take part in the campaign, 
I’d never really worked with children. But this initiative 
gave me the chance to see what a group of young 
people are capable of doing. They took a sum of 
money, decided on a business idea, developed it, 

Message from
Blair Jacobs

marketed it, and made a profit. And it was all done 
democratically with no arguments, no fights, just 
enthusiasm! But the great thing is that they’ve not 
stopped there. Now they’ve finished this project they 
want to go on and create another business for their 
school. And this wasn’t the teacher’s suggestion, the 
children ASKED to do this. If that isn’t proof that this 
system works then I’m not sure what is. I’ve already 
asked if I can stay working with the school in their new 
venture and I’m delighted they’ve allowed me to do 
so. I’m not doing it to get a picture in the paper and I’m 
certainly not doing it for the fame! I’m doing it because 
being able to spend time with young people who’ve 
found they have an appetite to succeed is a privilege 
and something I want to be around. 

I must leave someone else to give you the facts and 
figures to show how successful Make £5 Blossom 
has been this time. I’m sure it has raised good money 
and all businesses have got their £150 back. For 
me though, as you may have gathered, it’s been a 
massive success. If all the children from the schools 
involved have had a good a time as the ones I spent 
time with, then I’m not sure you need facts and figures.

If you’re not involved with this campaign either as a 
school or business, you need to be! It’s as simple as 
that.

Make £5 Blossom is part of the Hull Ready project and is introducing 
school children in Hull Primary schools to the concepts and the skills 

behind running a business by letting them try it for themselves! 

Each pupil is given £5 as an initial investment, which they use to start up their own enterprise – working 
individually or in groups – based on a business plan they have researched and created themselves. 

It’s up to the pupils what they sell, where and when they sell it, to whom, at what price – and how to handle the 
competition. Business planning and trading is undertaken, and then the pupils do their final tally, check their 

profits, and prepare to present their results.

Make         Blossom
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Blossoming at
Hull Truck
In February 2010 Hull Truck Theatre played host to 
enterprising children from the city’s primary schools 
as the second round of Hull Ready’s Make £5 Blossom 
project came to an end and featured presentations 
from all the schools taking part in the round.

First up were Year 5 and Year 6 pupils from Bude Primary 
who had developed a range of Christmas decorations and 
then sold them at their Christmas fair. Along the way they 
had to work out how to promote their goods, achieving this 
by a poster campaign, as well as work out how to price 
their goods. Above all, they said the main lesson of the 
project had been the importance of working as a team.

Next to present were Greenway Primary who decided 
to use their current school work about the Egyptians as 
inspiration for their business. As a result they ended up 
producing a range of bracelets and other jewellery inspired 
by the land of the pharaohs, making an impressive £310 
profit overall.

Highlands Primary decided to base their project around 
the winter weather, investing in a range of luminous 
stockings, hats, gloves and socks for the chilly weather. 
They had to carry out lots of research to source the best 
value goods, and then ran into problems with finance, 
having to ask their teachers for an extra loan to purchase 
the goods. They then sold the winter clothing at a range 
of different locations in and around the school, even 
managing to convince former Hull City star Dean Windass 
to part with some money! On the day of the presentations 
at Hull Truck, Portfolio Holder for Young People Councillor 
Christine Randall was given a complimentary hat and scarf 
from the young entrepreneurs.

Maybury Primary went for the other essential for human 
life, food, via their Smooth Café Experience. Their main 
products were buns and fruit smoothies, lessons in the 
making of the second came from local expert Phil Benson 
from Xing Health who came in to the school to help them. 
All these were then sold at their Christmas fair and, judging 
from the fact that they sold out, must have been a real 
success. Making £105.98, the pupils said they’d like to use 
their profit to make some calendars to sell on again i.e. 
becoming serial entrepreneurs! This group was loaned the 
money and mentored by BBC Presenter Blair Jacobs who 
couldn’t hold back his admiration for the experience. “I had 
a great time with this project and the children. It was a real 
privilege to take part,” he said.
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Parkstone Primary also thought that
aiming for the stomach was the best way to turn a profit. 
They set up the Parkstone Café, making toast and 
toppings washed down with fruit juice for staff and fellow 
pupils. They used toasters lent by their teachers and, like 
Maybury, there was a big demand for what popped up. 
Not content with satisfying their clients’ bellies they also 
made sure they had a good time with their own version of 
Britain’s Got Talent (Parkstone’s Got Talent), putting on two 
talent shows, one for children and one for adults, with both 
shows being presented by none other than Parkstone’s 
own Ant and Dec! Business advisor Kevin Bick of Mulberry 
said: “The enthusiasm of the children was terrific and their 
confidence in everything they did was quite remarkable.”

St. Andrew’s Church of England Primary School in 
Sutton Park and their business partner St Stephen’s 
were next up. The infectious nature of the project meant 
that all the children in Year 6 wanted to take part (rather 
than the normal single class involvement) and with extra 
financial support secured from the school governors 
and St Stephen’s Shopping Centre, all 77 children were 
able to join the project. The children excelled in creating 
handmade Christmas cards, gift bags and jewellery, selling 
them both in school and at St Stephen’s. Having already 
achieved a total of nearly £350 they really are making their 
£5s blossom!
 
St Stephen’s Centre Mentor, Ruth Truleove said: “It’s 
really fantastic to be involved in such an inspiring scheme. 
I’m pleased that St Stephen’s has helped to facilitate 
the schools’ presentations at Hull Truck Theatre – and 
of course I’m delighted with our school team’s success. 
Helping the children to learn enterprise skills in order to 
equip them for their futures is very satisfying.”
 
Sidmouth Primary also based their idea around a 
television show format, coming up with the ‘Sidfactor’, 
a talent show performed in front of adults and children. 
Like all the pupils involved in Make £5 Blossom they 
had to use the Big 13 enterprise skills to carry out their 
project and in their case this involved deciding carefully 
which role each of them was to play in putting the show 
together. The planning paid off handsomely with around 
130 people attending the show and £246 made in profit, 
a figure which doesn’t include the post event sales of the 
DVDs. Their business advisor Shirin Zandi from Kingston 
Communications was also impressed by the funds made 
saying: “All the kids displayed such a confidence and 
maturity way beyond their years, it was truly inspiring.”

Spring Cottage Primary also showed that they had 
used some of the Big 13 Skills in their project. They were 
working with balloon retailer Hullaballon so it was perhaps 
natural for them to try their luck in selling balloons for 
Christmas as their project. They did manage to sell some 
balloons and said they enjoyed the teamwork aspect of the 
project, but also recognised that if they were to do it again 
they wouldn’t just sell balloons with a Christmas theme and 
would also buy more stock of the popular helium balloons. 
“Business is all about adapting your approach to how 
things develop, so in learning what products sold most and 
what to do differently in the future, these pupils from Spring 
Cottage have learnt one of enterprise’s most valuable 
lessons, how to change your approach,” commented 
Project Coordinator Mike Notaratonio.

Another school to take a Christmas theme was St James 
Primary who were working with The Promotion Company 
to sell cards, calendars, baubles and other festive goods at 
their Christmas fair. Struggling through missing orders, they 
did manage to turn a profit, and although it wasn’t as much 
as some of the other schools, they did get something out of 
the project which will stay with them for life – ‘the enterprise 
bug’ and so plan to spend their £41 profit on the school 
allotment and from this to sell the things they grow.

Lord Mayor Karen Woods, who was at the event, also 
touched on a floral theme. Addressing all those pupils 
taking part she said: “It’s important not to forget these tiny 
buds of enterprise and I’m sure that you will all think back 
to this experience in the future. Although the money making 
is important, more important is believing in yourself and 
what you want to do; if you do that the money will follow.”
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Case Study -
Sidmouth Have the X Factor
For the second round of the Make £5 Blossom project, 
the children of Sidmouth Primary invested their money 
into an X-Factor style show, hosted and performed by 
the children. 

Wednesday 13th January therefore saw the culmination of 
an enormous amount of hard work achieved by the Year 5 
pupils of Sidmouth Primary School. The children decided to 
spend some of their £150 business loan to create a talent 
show and from this idea, the Sidfactor was created. After a 
thorough auditioning process carried out by the children in 
school they were the ones who decided on who would be 
making it to the final. Finalists making it through included 
singers, dancers, musicians and even a comedian.

Kingston Communications were Sidmouth’s business 
partner and very kindly allowed them the use of a suite 
at the KC Stadium to host the event. The children soon 
put their enterprise skills to great use, organising almost 
everything for the evening including designing tickets, 
being hands-on with the production and even providing the 
refreshments.

Needless to say, with all this great effort and application 
from the pupils, the show was a great success, making 
£524 profit and drawing shouts for ‘more, more’ from the 
audience.

Their business advisor Shirin Zandi from Kingston 
Communications was really impressed by the children 
saying: “All the kids displayed such a confidence and 
maturity way beyond their years, it was truly inspiring.”

 
Teacher Sarah Hawkeley 
commented: “The event attracted 
over 130 people and we can 
honestly say it was enjoyed by 
everyone. Post Sidfactor, Year 5 
children have continued to use 
their Big 13 skills and arranged 
the sale of a DVD of the evening 
which will probably be as big a 
success as the Sidfactor was 
itself.”

So be warned, the Sidfactor 
might be coming to a theatre 
near you soon!
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An ‘Inspiring’
Day in April
The third ‘Inspire’ teacher training day took place at 
The University of Hull on April 20th 2010 and proved to 
be another popular event with everyone who attended. 
29 teachers from 18 different schools attended the 
event which aims to create Enterprise Champions in 
each school. To date, more than 80 teachers from 40 
schools have taken part in the Inspire programme with 
excellent feedback from everyone involved. 

On hand to begin the third Inspire day was head teacher 
from Thorpepark Primary school, Simon Witham. He spoke 
of the impact enterprise has had on his school and was 
convinced that it had contributed to improving the children’s 
aspirations and knowledge of what could lie ahead of them. 

Sarah Thurston, a teacher at Thorpepark Primary, then 
gave an insight into how the pupils had responded to the 
Hull Ready project. Sarah spoke of how everyone in the 
school was now on board with ‘Big 13’ and the children 
were realising when and where they were using their 
enterprise skills in and out of school too.

6

Children from St Andrews Primary School took the lead in 
the afternoon session and delivered an excellent enterprise 
activity to the teachers. The six children involved with the 
session were on hand to support the teachers throughout; 
they had loads of fun testing the teachers’ enterprise skills 
and really enjoyed taking charge for a while too.

Feedback from the session was positive with some of the 
following comments:
n “I really enjoyed the practical work with the children.” 
n “A very good balance of activity and being taught.” 
n “It was good to see how it can integrate into
 our curriculum.” 
n “I thought enterprise was just about making money but
 realise now that it is more about developing skills.”

So successful have the Inspire training days been that 
some schools have already reserved places for the next 
Inspire day in September 2010. If you or your school 
wishes to become involved or find out more about Inspire 
days and Hull Ready e-mail or call:
Mike Notarantonio, Hull Ready Project Officer
Tel:  07748 436263
Email: michael.notarantonio@hullcc.gov.uk
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Schools Line Up
to Achieve Award

Congratulations to St Nicholas Primary on being 
the second Hull school to have achieved the 
Warwick Award for Excellence in Enterprise 
Education. The race is now on to see which Hull 
school will be the next to join Thorpepark Primary 
and St Nicholas Primary to get the Warwick 
Award.

The award, part of the innovative Hull Ready 
programme, provides a quality framework through 
which schools can review, analyse and develop all 
aspects of their enterprise education. A number of 
schools involved with the Hull Ready project are 
currently working towards achieving the award.

St Nicholas Headteacher, Beryl Turner 
commented: “We have really enjoyed our 
involvement with Hull Ready and are delighted to 
achieve the Warwick Award. It has given a real 
boost to the staff and pupils as it recognises how 
enterprising we are.”

Peter Stagg of Warwick 
University commented : “I 
would like to congratulate 
Beryl and her team 
as they have clearly 
shown why they are an 
enterprising school.”

For more information 
about the Warwick 
Award contact:
Mike Notarantonio,
Hull Ready Project 
Officer
Tel:  07748 436263
Email: michael.notarantonio@hullcc.gov.uk

Excitement Mounts
for Blossom Celebration Event
All attention will be focussed on what the twelve 
schools taking part in the third round of the Make £5 
Blossom scheme have done with the £150 loaned to 
them when they attend the next celebration event in 
July at Hull Truck Theatre.

The third round of this challenging scheme saw twelve 
primary schools and twelve local businesses meet for the 
first time in April this year to discuss their collaboration. At 
the launch, contact details, a formal contract and the all 
important £150 loan was exchanged between each school 
and their business partner. The months leading up to the 
July celebration will see the business investors act as 
mentors for their respective school partners. They will be 
invited to the school on a regular basis to see what ideas 
the children have come up with to make a profit on the 
loan.

“The enthusiasm shown by the children involved with this 
element of Hull Ready is great to see,” commented the 
scheme’s Project Officer Mike Notarantonio. “The children 
benefit by having to use their enterprising skills to the limit 
whilst the businesses feel inspired by the pupil’s creativity 
and the satisfaction of seeing their initial investment help 
develop the young people’s ideas.”

The July event, which is being supported by St Stephen’s 
Shopping Centre, Hull Training, Hull Truck, Rotherham 
Ready and Hull’s Youth Enterprise Bank, will see the 

culmination of the children’s enterprising 
activity and will feature 

presentations by the young 
people, teachers and the 
businesses involved. The 
schools taking part in this 
round include St Richards, 
St Mary Queen of Martyrs, 
Thanet, Chiltern, Griffin, 

St Thomas More, North 
Ferriby, Broadacre, 
Thoresby, Gillshill, Eastfield 
and East Halton from North 

Lincolnshire.

All will be hoping that their idea is 
lucrative enough to allow them to 
pay back the loans and leave a tidy 
profit on top for the school!
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76-78 Lowgate, Hull.  HU1 1HP
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